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PART 1.

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPT
You are to write short answers to ALL THREE QUESTIONS about an unseen excerpt of drama.  Answer the questions about the dramatic text in a performance context.  Each question if of equal value.

You must write you answers in the space provided.

1. You have been cast as either John or Carol in a production of the play.  Referring to specific dramatic action and liens of dialogue, outline your characterisation for this scene.

Write your answer in the spaces provided.

	Example Only 

VERBAL COMMUNICATION

Your Choices
	Justification of Choice
	Evidence From Text

(quote line numbers)

	I would speak like………
	The reason I would is……..
	Line 7 – 10 “What do you think you’re doing”




____________________________________________________________

ROLE CHOSEN:_____________________________________________

VERBAL COMMUNICATION

	YOUR CHOICES
	JUSTIFICATION OF CHOICE
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

(Quote line numbers)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION

	YOUR CHOICES
	JUSTIFICATION OF CHOICE
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

(Quote line numbers)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


CHARACTER INTERACTION

	YOUR CHOICES
	JUSTIFICATION OF CHOICE
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

(Quote line numbers)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. As a designer of this excerpt, identify and discuss how you would manipulate ONE of the key production elements (eg. Lighting, sound effects, costume, set….)  to enhance the performance.  You may use diagrams.

Write your answer in the space provided.

	DESIGN CHOICE

(diagram if needed)
	JUSTIFICATION

And supporting evidence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. A director must be conscious of power play between characters.  How would you direct your actors’ movement to portray the status struggle to the audience?  Use diagrams and refer to specific examples in the text to justify and support your answer.

	DIAGRAM


	JUSTIFICATION
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


EXCERPT OF SCRIPT
The following script is the opening of Oleanna by David Mamet.  This script may be used as a prompt script for the blocking in question 3.

OLEANNA

BY DAVID MAMET





This play is dedicated to the memory of Michael Merritt

	The want of fresh air does not seem much to affect the happiness of children in a London alley:  the greater part of them sing and play as though they were on a moor in Scotland.  So the absence of a genial mental atmosphere is not commonly recognized by children who have never known it.   Young people have a marvellous faculty of either dying or adapting themselves to circumstances.  Even if they are unhappy – very unhappy – it is astonishing how easily they can be prevented from finding it out, or at any rate from attributing it to any other cause than their own sinfulness.

The Way of All Flesh, Samuel Butler
	“Oh to be in Oleanna,

That’s where I would rather be.

Than be bound in Norway

And drag the chains of slavery.”

· folk song

CHARACTERS

   CAROL, A woman of twenty

   JOHN, A man in his forties

The play takes place in John’s office.
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	ACT 1

JOHN is talking on the phone. CAROL is seated 

across the desk from him.

JOHN (on phone):  And what about the land. (Pause) The

        land. And what about the land? (Pause) What about

        it? (Pause) No.  I don’t understand.  Well, yes, I’m

        I’m . . . no, I’m sure it signif . . . I’m sure it’s 

        Significant.  (Pause) Because it’s significant to

        mmmmmmm... did you call Jerry? (Pause) Because

        . . . no, no ,no, no, no.  What did they say…? Did

       you speak to the real estate … where is she …?

        Well, well, all right.  Where are her notes?  Where

        Are the notes we took with her. (Pause)  I thought

        you were? No. No, I’m sorry, I didn’t mean that, I

        just thought I saw you, when we were there

        . . . what . . . ? I thought I saw you with a pencil.

        WHY NOW? Is what I’m say… well, that’s why I

        Say “call Jerry.”  Well, I can’t right now, be … no, I

        didn’t schedule any … Grace:  I didn’t … I’m well

        aware . . . Look: Look.  Did you call Jerry?  Will you

        call Jerry . . .? Because I can’t now.  I’ll be there,

        I’m sure I’ll be there in fifteen, in twenty.  I intend

        to.  No, we aren’t going to lose the, we aren’t going
        to lose the house.  Look:  Look, I’m not minimizing

        it. The “easement.” Did she say “easement”? (Pause)

        What did she say; is it a “term of art”, are we bound
        by it . . . I’m sorry . . . (Pause) are: we: yes. Bound
        by . . . Look: (He checks his watch.) before the other

        side goes home, all right? “a term or art.” Because:

        that’s right (Pause) The yard for the boy. Well, that’s

        the whole . . . Look: I’m going to meet you there

        . . . (He checks his watch.)  Is the realtor there? All

        right, tell her to show you the basement again. Look

        at the this because . . . because I’m leaving in, I’m
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	        Leaving in ten or fifteen . . . Yes. No, no, I’ll meet

        you at the new . . . That’s a good. If he thinks it

        necc. . . you tell Jerry to meet . . . All right? We

        aren’t going to lose the deposit.  All right?  I’m sure

        it’s going to be . . . (Pause) I hope so. (Pause) I love

        you, too. (Pause) I love you, too. As soon as . . . I

        will.

         (He hangs up.) (He bends over the desk and makes 

         a note.) (He looks up) (To Carol:)  I’m sorry . . .

CAROL: (Pause) What is a “term of art”?

JOHN: (Pause) I’m sorry . . .?

CAROL: (Pause) What is a “term of art”?

JOHN: Is that what you want to talk about?

CAROL: . . . to talk about . . .?

JOHN: Let’s take the mysticism out of it, shall we? Carol?

        (Pause) Don’t you think? I’ll tell you: when you have

        some “thing”. Which must be broached. (Pause)
        Don’t you think . . .? (Pause)

CAROL: . . . don’t I think . . .?

JOHN:  Mmm?

CAROL: . . . did I . . .?

JOHN: . . . what?

CAROL: Did . . . did I . . . did I say something wr…

______________________________________________

    folk song, The Norwegian song, in a translation popularised by the folksinger Pete Seeger, refers to a nineteenth-century Norwegian colony founded in Pennsylvania by the violinist Ole Bull.  But since Ole Bull mistakenly bought stony soil, the first colonists could plant no crops and the colony failed.  The song evocation of a place so bountiful that “the wheat and corn just plan themselves” and “the cows all like to milk themselves and the hens lay eggs ten times a day” is thus simultaneously Utopian and satiric.
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	JOHN: (Pause) No. I’m sorry. No. You’re right. I’m very

        Sorry. I’m somewhat rushed. As you see. I’m sorry.

        You’re right. (Pause) What is a “term of art”? It

       seems to mean a term, which has come, through its

        use, to mean something more specific than the words

        would, to someone not acquainted with them. . .

        indicate.  That, I believe, is what a “term of art,”

        would mean. (Pause)

CAROL: You don’t know what it means . . .?

JOHN: I’m not sure that I know what it means. It’s one

        of those things, perhaps you’ve had them, that, you

        look them up, or have someone explain them to

        you, and you say “aha,” and, you immediately forget
        what . . . 

CAROL: You don’t do that

JOHN: . . .I . . .?

CAROL: You don’t do . . .

JOHN: . . . I don’t, what . . .?

CAROL: . . . for . . .

JOHN: . . . I don’t for . . .

CAROL: . . . no . . .

JOHN: . . . forget things? Everybody does that.

CAROL: No they don’t. . .

JOHN: They don’t . . .

CAROL: No

JOHN: (Pause) No. Everybody does that.

CAROL: Why would they do that . . .?

JOHN: Because. I don’t know. Because it doesn’t interest

        them.

CAROL: No.

JOHN: I think so, though. (Pause) I’m sorry that I was

        distracted.

CAROL: You don’t have to say that to me.

JOHN: You paid me the compliment, or the “obei-

        sance” – all right – of coming in here . . . All right.

        Carol. I find that I am at a standstill. I find that I . . .

CAROL: . . . what . . .

JOHN: . . . one moment. In regard to your . . . to 

        Your . . .

CAROL: Oh, oh,.  You’re buying a new house!

JOHN: No, let’s get on with it.

CAROL: “get on”? (Pause)
JOHN: I know how . . . believe me.  I know how . . .

        Potentially humiliating these . . . I have no desire to

        . . . I have no desire other than to help you. But: (He

        picks up some papers on his desk) I won’t even say

        “but.” I’ll say that as I go back over the . . . 

CAROL: I’m just, I’m just trying to . . .

JOHN: . . . no, it will not do.

CAROL: . . . what? What will . . .?

JOHN: No. I see, I see what you, it . . . (He gestures to the

        papers) but your work . . .

CAROL: I’m just: I sit in class I . . . (She holds up her

        Notebook.) I take notes . . .

JOHN: (simultaneously with “notes”): Yes. I understand.

        What I am trying to tell you is that some, some

        basic . . .
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	CAROL: . . . I . . .

JOHN: . . . one moment: some basic missed com-

        muni . . .

CAROL: I’m doing what I’m told. I bought your book, I

        Read your . . .

JOHN: No, I’m sure you . . .

CAROL: No, no, no. I’m doing what I’m told. It’s difficult
        For me. It’s difficult . . .

JOHN: . . . but . . .

CAROL: I don’t . . . lots of the language . . .

JOHN: . . . please . . .

CAROL: The language, the “things” that you say. . .

JOHN: I’m sorry. No. I don’t think that that’s true.

CAROL: It is true. I . . .

JOHN: I think . . .

CAROL: It is true.

JOHN: . . . I . . .

CAROL: Why would I . . .?

JOHN: I’ll tell you why: you’re an incredibly bright girl.

CAROL: . . . I . . .

JOHN: You’re an incredibly . . . you have no problem 

        with the . . . Who’s kidding who?

CAROL: . . . I . . .

JOHN: No. No. I’ll tell you why. I’ll tell . . . I think you’re

        angry, I . . .

CAROL: . . . why would I . . .

JOHN: . . . wait one moment. I . . .

CAROL: it is true. I have problems . . .

JOHN: . . . every . . .

CAROL: . . . I come from a different social . . .

JOHN: . . . ev . . .

CAROL: a different economic . . .

JOHN: . . . Look:

CAROL: No. I: when I came to this school:

JOHN: Yes. Quite . . . (Pause)
CAROL: . . . does that mean nothing . . .?

JOHN: . . . but look: look . . .

CAROL: . . . I . . .

JOHN: (Picks up paper) Here: Please: Sit down. (Pause)

        sit down. (Reads from her paper.) “I think that the

        ideas contained in this work express the author’s

        feelings in a way that he intended, based on his

        results.”  What can that mean?  Do you see?

        What . . .

CAROL: I, the best that I . . .

JOHN: I’m saying, that perhaps this course . . .

CAROL: no, no, no you can’t you can’t . . . I have

        To . . .

JOHN: . . . how . . .

CAROL: . . . I have to pass it . . .

JOHN: Carol, I:

CAROL: I have to pass this course, I . . .

JOHN: Well.

CAROL: . . . don’t you . . .

JOHN: Either the . . .

CAROL:  . . . I . . .

JOHN: . . . either the, I . . . either the criteria for judging

        progress in the class are . . .
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	CAROL: No, no, no, no, I have to pass it.

JOHN: Now, look: I’m a human being, I . . .

CAROL: I did what you told me. I did, I did everything

        that, I read your book, you told me to buy your book 

        and read it. Everything you say I . . . (She gestures to

        her notebook.) (The phone rings) I do . . . Ev . . .

JOHN: . . . look:

CAROL: . . . everything I’m told . . .

JOHN: Look. Look. I’m not your father. (Pause)
CAROL: What?

JOHN: I’m.

CAROL: Did you say you were my father?

JOHN: . . . no . . .

CAROL: Why did you say that . . . ?

JOHN: I . . .

CAROL: . . . why . . .?

JOHN: . . . in class I . . . (He picks up the phone.) (Into

        phone:) Hello. I can’t talk now. Jerry? Yes? I under-

        st . . . I can’t talk now. I know . . . I know . . . Jerry.

        I can’t talk now. Yes. I. Call me back in . . . Thank

        you. (He hangs up.) (To Carol:) What do you want

        me to do? We are two people, all right? Both of

        whom has subscribed to . . .

CAROL: No, no . . .

JOHN: . . . certain arbitrary . . .

CAROL: No. You have to help me.

JOHN: Certain institutional . . . you tell me what you

       Want me to do . . . You tell me what you want me 

        to . . .

CAROL: How can I go back and tell them the grades that 

        I . . .

JOHN: . . . what can I do . . .?

CAROL: Teach me. Teach me.

JOHN: . . . I’m trying to teach you.

CAROL: I read your book. I read it. I don’t under. . .

JOHN: . . . you don’t understand it.

CAROL: No.

JOHN: Well, perhaps it’s not well written . . .

CAROL: (simultaneously with “written”): No. No. No. I 

        want to understand  it.

JOHN: What don’t you understand? (Pause)
CAROL: Any of it. What you’re trying to say.  When you

        talk about . . .

JOHN: . . . yes . . .? (She consults her notes)
CAROL: “Virtual warehousing of the young” . . .

JOHN: “Virtual warehousing of the young.” If we arti-

        ficially prolong adolescence . . .

CAROL: . . . and about “The Curse of Modern Educa-

        tion.”

JOHN: . . . well . . .

CAROL: I don’t . . .

JOHN: Look. It’s just a course, it’s just a book, it’s just 

        A . . .

CAROL: No. No. There are people out there. People who 

        came here. To know something they didn’t know. 

        Who came here. To be helped. To be helped. So some-
        one would help them. To do something. To know 
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	        something. To get, what do they say? “To get on in

        the world.” How can I do that if I don’t, if I fail?

        but I don’t understand. I don’t understand. I don’t 

        understand what anything means . . . and I walk

        around. From morning ‘til night: with this one 

        thought in my head. I’m stupid.

JOHN: No one thinks you’re stupid.

CAROL: No? What am I . . .?

JOHN: I . . .

CAROL: . . . what am I, then?

JOHN: I think you’re angry. Many people are. I have a

        telephone call that I have to make. And an appoint-

        ment, which is rather pressing; though I sympathize

        with your concerns, and though I wish I had the

        time, this was not a previously scheduled meeting

        and I . . .

CAROL: . . . you think I’m nothing . . .

JOHN: . . . have an appointment with a realtor, and with

        my wife and . . .

CAROL: You think that I’m stupid.

JOHN: No. I certainly don’t.

CAROL: You said it.

JOHN: No. I did not.

CAROL: You did.

JOHN: When?

CAROL: . . . you . . .

JOHN: No. I never did, or ever would say that to a

        student, and . . .

CAROL: You said/ “What can that mean?” (Pause)    

        “What  can that mean?” . . . (Pause)
JOHN: . . . and what did that mean to you . . .?

CAROL: That meant I’m stupid. And I’ll never learn.

        That’s what that meant. And you’re right.


PART II:

AUSTRALIAN DRAMA (1960 AND BEYOND)

Candidates are to write an essay on ONE of the following questions about Australian Drama (1960 and beyond).  Candidates are to relate their answers to the set text they have studied and focus on the text and context of drama in performance.

Write you response in the space provided – use the extra paper provided if you need more space.

The writing space begins on the next page.

___________________________________________________________

1. Identify and discuss aspects of the set text you have studied that make it identifiably Australian.  Using detailed reference to the dramatic text in performance, discuss themes, characters and contexts.

OR

2. Often drama explores community and personal attitudes to people or things that are perceived as ‘inferior’ or ‘different’.

Identify your set text and discuss how community and personal attitudes to difference are expressed and realised in performance.  Include discussion of how difference might be realised through aspects of drama such as characterisation, use of design, lighting, costume and dramatic action.

OR

3. The meaning we make in performance depends on our choices in using theatrical techniques.
Discuss how as a director you could create meaning for an audience by using theatrical techniques such as lighting, costume, set design and blocking in a production of your set text.

PART III.  20TH CENTURY DRAMA OTHER THAN AUSTRALIAN
You are to write an essay on ONE of the following questions about 20th Century Drama other than Australian drama.  You are to relate your answers to the set text you have studied, and focus on the text and context of drama in performance.

Write your response in the space provided.  Use extra paper provided if you need more space.

The writing space begins on the next page.

_____________________________________________________________

1. “Illusion and the suspension of disbelief are pointless.  The best theatre happens when we remember that we are in a theatre.”

As a director, how would you manipulate the elements of production in order to enhance the meaning of a performance?  Justify your choices and decisions using specific examples from the text you have studied.

OR

2. “Playwrights work in a particular style to convey meaning and establish social contexts.”

Discuss how this statement is evident in the set text you have studied.

OR

3. “Theatre makes us think about the way our society works and it does this with a clear purpose – to make change.”

Discuss how this statement applies to the set text you have studied.  Make detailed reference to style, theme, character and dramatic actions.

END OF EXAMINATION
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